1.
The possibility of infection.
2.
Prejudice to the conduct of subsequent labour.
3.
The possibility of the child being small and premature with a poor chance of survival.
In the maternity units at Lanark and Bellshill it has been felt that the availability of chemo-therapeutic and antibiotic substances have rendered these objections less valid and consequently the scope of surgical induction has increased greatly during the last few years. The object of induction of labour has been to secure an easy, vaginal delivery of a healthy infant without detriment to the mother. The rise in the Caesarean section rate in recent years has given some concern, and it has been hoped that increased employment of 
